
183. The Kaaba 

Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Islamic. Pre-Islamic monument; rededicated by Muhammad 

in 631-632 B.C.;multiple renovations. 

Granite masonry, covered with silk curtain and calligraphy in gold and silver-

wrapped thread  (3 images) 

 Video at YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1haSpuXi3G8 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 The Kaaba, meaning cube in Arabic, is a square building, elegantly draped in a silk and cotton 

veil. Located in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, it is the holiest shrine in Islam 

 Muslims pray five times a day . . . directed towards Mecca and the Kaaba . . . direction (or qibla 

in Arabic), is marked in all mosques 

 All Muslims aspire to undertake the hajj, or the annual pilgrimage, to the Kaaba once in their life 

if they are able. Prayer five times a day and the hajj are two of the five pillars of Islam, the most 

fundamental principles of the faith 
o Upon arriving in Mecca, pilgrims gather in the courtyard of the Masjid al-Haram around 

the Kaaba. They then circumambulate (tawaf in Arabic) or walk around the Kaaba, 

during which they hope to kiss and touch the Black Stone (al-Hajar al-Aswad), embedded 

in the eastern corner of the Kaaba 

 Muslims believe that Abraham (known as Ibrahim in the Islamic tradition), and his son, 

Ismail, constructed the Kaaba 

 Muhammad was driven out of Mecca in 620 C.E. to Yathrib, which is now known as Medina. 

Upon his return to Mecca in 629/30 C.E., the shrine became the focal point for Muslim worship 

and pilgrimage. The pre-Islamic Kaaba housed the Black Stone and statues of pagan gods. 

Muhammad reportedly cleansed the Kaaba of idols upon his victorious return to Mecca, returning 

the shrine to the monotheism of Ibrahim. The Black Stone is believed to have been given to 

Ibrahim by the angel Gabriel and is revered by Muslims. Muhammad made a final pilgrimage in 

632 C.E., the year of his death, and thereby established the rites of pilgrimage 

 The Kaaba has been modified extensively throughout its history 

 By the seventh century, the Kaaba was covered with kiswa, a black cloth that is replaced annually 

during the hajj. 

 The last major modifications were carried out in the 1950s by the government of Saudi Arabia to 

accommodate the increasingly large number of pilgrims who come on the hajj. Today the mosque 

covers almost forty acres 

 The Kaaba today 
 Today, the Kaaba is a cubical structure, unlike almost any other religious structure. It is fifteen meters 

tall and ten and a half meters on each side; its corners roughly align with the cardinal directions. The 

door of the Kaaba is now made of solid gold; it was added in 1982. The kiswa, a large cloth that 

covers the Kaaba, which used to be sent from Egypt with the hajj caravan, today is made in Saudi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1haSpuXi3G8


Arabia. Until the advent of modern transportation, all pilgrims undertook the often dangerous hajj, or 

pilgrimage, to Mecca in a large caravan across the desert, leaving from Damascus, Cairo, or other 

major cities in Arabia, Yemen or Iraq. 

 The numerous changes to the Kaaba and its associated mosque serve as good reminder of how often 

buildings, even sacred ones, were renovated and remodeled either due to damage or to the changing 

needs of the community.

 



 

 



 

 

 


